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https://www.jo-zu-works.com/view/page/about

Nestled in the tranquil landscape of satoyama (rural
countryside), our property hosts woodworking, ironworking,
brass, and sign-making workshops, along with a combined retail
shop and showroom. Here, we craft original furniture and
hardware.

Toward Sustainable Use of Resources

Creating New Value Beginning with “Mottainai”

In Japan, the word mottainai expresses a deep respect for
resources and the sense that nothing should be wasted.

Scraps of wood, iron, and brass left over from the production
process—though irregular in shape and small in size—are of the
same quality as the main materials. Throwing them away would
be mottainal.

We view these leftovers not as waste, but as seeds of new
potential. Through trial and error, we transform them into new
products, giving them fresh life.

Passing Down a Culture of Caring for Resources

Furniture That Changes Form and Purpose Over Time

As children grow up and move out, or when households relocate,
furniture that once fit well might become inconvenient.

Instead of simply buying new furniture, we propose repurposing
what you already have—reshaping and redefining its use.

For example, turning a dining table into a low table, or using a
counter table top as a shelf.

We aim to create furniture that accompanies your life for
generations.

Our design process considers future upcycling from the start.
We use familiar, locally sourced materials—like native Japanese
cedar or solid wood obtained from a specialty timber market in
Osaka.

This connection to the local community is something we cherish.



What Is Solid Wood?

Solid wood is a single piece of lumber cut directly from a tree.
It’ s highly durable and can be used for many years.

Even if it gets scratched, it can be maintained with oil or
resurfaced.

It can also be cut and resized for reuse.

On the other hand, veneer—a material often used in furniture
and interiors—is made by slicing solid wood into thin layers.
While it allows for more products to be made from a single tree
and helps save resources, it’ s typically glued to plywood, raising
environmental concerns.

Veneer is also difficult to repair and often ends up being
disposable.

From a long-term perspective, solid wood is an eco-friendly
material when maintained properly.

If it can be repurposed by changing its form or use, its lifespan
can be even longer.

We are committed to crafting furniture that can be cherished
across generations.

Passing on Skills and Wisdom Across Generations

From Skilled Craftspeople to the Young, and Into the Future

In our workshop, artisans of all generations work together—from
seasoned masters to young workers.

The skills and intuition honed over decades by these experts
can’t easily be replicated digitally—they represent the
irreplaceable “power of the human hand.”

By working alongside the younger generation, we ensure these
skills and insights are preserved and passed down.

This multi-generational collaboration also encourages mutual
understanding of diverse values, work styles, and perspectives.
[t fosters communication, empathy, and creates a workplace
culture rich in diversity—bringing positive ripple effects to
society as a whole.



