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Osaka Prefecture is located in the geographical center of the
Japanese archipelago. While the prefecture’ s area is the second
smallest in Japan, it has the third largest population following Tokyo
and Kanagawa prefectures, accounting for about seven percent of
the country (about 8.77 million in 2023). Since ancient times, Osaka
has played an important role as a gateway to the world in Japan' s
international relations with foreign countries and has been a center
of Japan' s economy. Furthermore, due to its early historical
development, Osaka retains many historical and cultural properties.
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General local governments consist of prefectures and municipalities (cities, towns, and villages), and are organized
by residents in respective areas and administered independently.
Prefectures are wide-area local governments that encompass municipalities. (There are 47 prefectures including
Tokyo and Osaka.) Municipalities are the nearest and most familiar local governments for residents,

FE=D®E] Roles of the Prefectural Assembly

KBFERE. KFZESREEICK 2 TE S TO
T, BRORBENEZZ EOICERDNBEEETES
fEZ [ ZTAERH] COLET,

[TfREH) OBE, [FEREE ThHaINES
3 NROBRZFBICRRSTEDILD. BRIEDE
#E L CNBOEFRNGHEOREZTOE T, D
REICHES T, 0B%=EFELHETS [#THEE] =
EEDTOE T,

o, REDIHR>AFT. IFAL SOEEXNSE
ENET. EHE79ATT,

The Osaka Prefectural Assembly is organized by
assembly members. Both assembly members and
the governor are directly elected by residents. This
system is called "dual representation.”

Under the dual representation system, the
Prefectural Assembly (legislative body) determines
prefectural administration basic policy through
deliberation of bills etc. to reflect the prefectural
residents’ intentions for prefectural administration.
The executive body (including the governor)
performs duties based on these decisions.

Assembly members are elected from 53 electoral
districts in the prefecture. Their term of office is four
years. The assembly consists of 79 members.
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The Prefectural Assembly consists of the Regular Assembly Session (which is held regularly four times a year) and
the Extraordinary Assembly Session (which is held as needed). The Regular Assembly Session is held in June,

September, November, and February.
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Session held with the attendance of the entire Assembly membership is referred to as "Plenary Session.”
In the Plenary Session, all the assembly members gather in the assembly hall to make final decisions of the Prefectural
Assembly by voting for/against bills based on questioning by assembly members about bills, prefectural
administration, etc.

The Prefectural Assembly deliberates an extensive scope of matters. To conduct an efficient and technical review,
the Standing Committees, Special Committees, and Assembly Steering Committee are in place.
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wBEBEESX REGHUBEESS Standing Committees
Standing Committee on Standing Committee on
General Affairs Public Health and Welfare The Standing Committees review bills, petitions, etc. that are
wEsrEas %ﬁﬁ.ﬁ%’@‘ﬁ‘i?éﬁ referred by the Plenary Session in seven areas in total (e.g.
Standing Committes on ESt‘?‘”d'”g Committes on education; and public health and welfare).
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and Housing
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The Special Committees are set up as needed to research
and examine specific matters.
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The Assembly Steering Committee discusses matters
regarding the steering of assembly sessions (e.g. period of
sessions, and questioning by assembly members about
bills).
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The assembly hall for the plenary session has an observation gallery for visitors to observe proceedings. No
reservation is required.
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The Osaka Prefectural Assembly website offers a variety of
information about the Prefectural Assembly (e.g. status of . :
resolution of bills and information about assembly members). ! Y =xm
The Plenary Session and committee meetings are broadcast

live through a webcast and also broadcast using recorded ) 5x00-t- 3a0-e
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Information about the assembly is also disseminated
regularly through social media, email newsletters, and
publications. Promotional TV programs are also broadcast.
(Japanese only)
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prefectures.

{7 KIRRBIBHE
T540-8570 KIRMIPRXAFFI2 TH
Published by the Osaka Prefectural Assembly Secretariat
2 Otemae, Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-8570 Japan
T OENRIIE. ENFIFI D~
UYL TEET.

3



