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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OSAKA PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT (JAPAN) AND THE GOVERNMENT OF CATALONIA (KINGDOM OF SPAIN) TO ESTABLISH AN INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR COLLABORATION WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS OF COMPETENCE
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Osaka Prefectural Government (Japan) and the Government of Catalonia (Kingdom of Spain) 
The Osaka Prefectural Government (Japan) (hereinafter referred to as Osaka), represented by its Vice Governor, Mr. Yamaguchi Nobuhiko, and the Government of Catalonia (Kingdom of Spain) (hereinafter referred to as Catalonia), represented by the President of the Government of Catalonia, Mr. Salvador Illa i Roca, hereinafter referred to collectively as the Signatories, declare that:
[bookmark: _Hlk231555498]In accordance with the institutional relationship established between the Signatories and its mutual trust, as well as the ties between Catalonia and Osaka, based on mutual respect and good faith, and with the aim of achieving growth in both regions, have reached the following understanding: 
With the willingness to reinforce the institutional links that unite them by strengthening the existing collaboration.
With the aim of expanding this collaboration into other areas of common interest, and of establishing a formal framework that facilitates exchanges and guarantees the continuity of these initiatives.
Convinced of the benefits of this collaboration, based on topics of common interest and on the well-being of the respective populations. 
Considering the legal and regulatory framework:
· The ability of Catalonia to sign collaboration agreements within its powers and on its projection abroad, as established in articles 193.1 and 195 of the Statute of Autonomy of Catalonia, exercising the foreign action of the Government of Catalonia with full respect for the exclusive competence of the State in matters of external relations. 
· This Memorandum is signed pursuant to the laws of the Kingdom of Spain, namely article 11.4 of Law 2/2014, of March 25, on State Foreign Action and Service, and article 53 of Law 25/2014, of November 27, on Treaties and other International Agreements for its cooperation with similar organizations, observing the principles of unity of action abroad, institutional loyalty, coordination and cooperation, and service to the general interest contained in article 3.2 of the aforementioned Law 2/2014, of March 25.
· Having regard to the Agreement of the Government of the Generalitat de Catalunya of 28 July 2026 approving the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding.
THEY COMMIT TO THE FOLLOWING:
FIRST. Object and principles
This Memorandum aims to consolidate the institutional relationship between Catalonia and Osaka that allows the Signatories to define, jointly and in accordance with the principles of will, equality, friendship and mutual benefit, projects that favour the collaboration within the ﬁelds of:
1. Institutional exchanges between both regional governments
2. Economic and industrial development, trade and investment 
3. Science, technology, innovation and digitalization
[bookmark: _Hlk231555763]4. Talent, mobility and academic research development
5. Tourism, including food culture
6. Health and green transition 
7. Other topics of mutual interest and within their jurisdiction 
SECOND. Scope of collaboration
Specifically, the Signatories undertake to jointly work in:
1. The promotion of institutional relations between both territories through regular dialogue and contacts between their respective administrations, departments, agencies and public institutions.
2. The promotion of commercial relations and mutual investment for economic development of the two territories.
3. The collaboration on research, innovation, economic and industrial policies, as well as technological and scientific trends in their respective regions on life sciences, decarbonization (including hydrogen), deep tech, including strengthening the existing collaboration between Biocat and Osaka Bio Headquarters.
4.  Promoting exchanges in the fields of tourism including food culture in both regions, building on the existing collaboration between the CTB-CCB (Catalan Tourism Board, Catalunya Convention Bureau) and OCTB (Osaka Convention and Tourism Bureau).
5. The promotion of exchanges in the field of life sciences, healthy ageing, digital health, biotechnology, decarbonisation, renewable energy, hydrogen and other sustainable technologies.
THIRD. Collaboration Mechanisms 
The Signatories commit to the collaboration derived from this Memorandum being carried out through the following activities:
1. Promoting joint activities in research, innovation and knowledge transfer exchanges, including providing information on respective public bodies, economic, research and innovation organisations and enterprises.
2. Providing information that will facilitate activities, such as delegation visits, participation in trade fairs, business meetings, investment surveys, scientific and technological events for institutions and enterprises based in both regions.
3. Supporting economic, knowledge transfer and innovation activities, including consultation services and referrals to appropriate agencies, as well as dedicated support mechanisms for enterprises from either region investing in the other region; technology transfer activities; the creation, growth and internationalisation of start-ups, spin-offs and scale-ups; and research and innovation collaborations.
4. Encouraging researchers and talent mobility, as well as exchanges of best practices in innovation management and technology transfer.
5. Promoting exchanges in the fields of tourism including food culture in both regions.
The Department of Commerce, Industry and Labour, Growth Industry Promotion Office (economic affairs), the Department of Civic and Cultural Affairs, Osaka Promotion Bureau (tourism and food culture affairs) of Osaka Prefecture Government and the Ministry for European Union and Foreign Action of the Government of Catalonia, with the other ministries and agencies involved, may hold annual working meetings and, if necessary, review the implementation of this Memorandum.
FOURTH. Application period
The signatories agree to review the continuation of this Memorandum after three years of the date of signature.
Any expenses incurred by the signatories in connection with this Memorandum shall be subject to the availability of ordinary annual budget funds, in compliance with applicable legislation.
FIFTH. Resolution of differences
[bookmark: _Hlk223944791]Any disagreement that may arise between the signatories in relation to the interpretation or application of this Memorandum will be resolved amicably by consultation or negotiation between them.
SIXTH. Derived agreements or protocols
This Memorandum serves as a framework and reference for any other agreement or text that the Signatories subsequently sign.
SEVENTH. Signature and applicable legal regime
Signed at Barcelona, on 10th day of September 2026, in triplicate in the Japanese, Catalan and English languages, and for a single effect, each of the three original texts being equally valid. This Memorandum is not legally binding and does not create any rights or obligations under international law. 


BY MR. YAMAGUCHI NOBUHIKO,
VICE GOVERNOR OF THE OSAKA 
PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT (JAPAN)


BY MR. SALVADOR ILLA i ROCA, 
PRESIDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF CATALONIA (Kingdom of Spain)
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