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Linguists* are alarmed* at the continuing extinction* of many languages.
There are 6,992 recognized distinct* languages worldwide*, and on average
one language vanishes* every two weeks, often as its last speakers die.

These figures come from the Enduring Voices project, a group that tries to
document and revitalize* threatened languages*.

The project said northern Australia is the place where local languages are

most threatened. Aboriginal Australia has some of the most threatened

languages, with 153 different languages spoken in this region.
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